
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 21st ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE BOY ENTRANTS ASSOCIATION 

 HELD ON SATURDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 2014 
IN THE FOLKES-CROWTHER LECTURE THEATRE 

HARPER ADAMS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
 

Present: 9 Committee Members + 161 RAFBEA Members.  
Apologies: Alain Heaysman (Web Master) 

 
1. The Secretary, Graham Orchard (51st) declared the meeting open and welcomed all present before giving a detailed introduction 

covering the sequence of events following the announcement concerning the establishment of a new temporary Website which 
had been intimated at last year’s AGM.   The initial proposal had changed dramatically due to the untimely death of John Ward 
41st, but he was able to inform the Members that the new Association Website was now fully operational.  Moving onto the 
Reunion Dinner, he informed the Members that the format would be the same as the previous year, with the Loyal Toast being 
given at the commencement of the Dinner.  
 

2. The Minutes of the previous AGM having been available on request, and all Members having received a copy of the Summary 
Minutes, which were also available for downloading from the Website, they were accepted as a true and accurate record of the 
previous year’s AGM.   Proposed by: Chris Thornton (3rd) Seconded by: Mick Binns (48th). Carried unanimously.  

 
3. There were no matters arising from the 2013 AGM Minutes. 

 
4. The Reunion Secretary Rod Goodier (41st) advised that 175 members were attending the Reunion. He asked if everyone had 

found their accommodation and explained that although he had tried to meet all requests for adjoining rooms, he had no control 
over the actual allocation.   Referring to the Saturday morning activities, he advised since a large number of forms were 
incomplete; he had designed a new booking form for 2015 to make it easier for Members to complete.  In respect to the Reunion 
Dinner, he reminded the Members of the procedure and that there would be a photo call at 1800 hrs followed by pre-dinner 
drinks, before asking the Members not to enter the Dining Room until called by the PMC.  Table arrangements meant that 
wherever possible people could sit with their Entry and that the guests would be the RAF Cosford Stn Cdr, Gp Capt Adam 
Sansom and OC No1 SofTT, Wg Cdr Mark Harding, as well as Honorary Members Air Commodore Les Burrell and Gp Capt 
Garry Fletcher.   Moving onto Sunday he gave details on the RAF Cosford BofB Parade, which this year would be followed by 
lunch in the Fulton Mess.   Following on from this Rod gave a breakdown by Training Station and Entry, including the best 
represented Trade, and highlighting those Entries that were missing this year.  Not surprisingly RAF Cosford had the most 
attendees, with the Telegs being the biggest Trade represented.   He then advised the Members that this was the fourth year that 
Harper Adams had held the price at the same level, before asking the Members where they would like the Reunion to be held in 
future - Harper Adams, another University or a Hotel.   The Members present were unanimous that Harper Adams was the 
preferred option.  
 

5. The Treasurer Ozzie Osbourne (51st) provided a PowerPoint Presentation of the Budgets and Balance Sheet before advising that 
the Associations Auditor, David Kemp (39th) had carried out a full Audit of the Associations Accounts for the period 1st January 
2013 to 31st December 2013 and had duly certified them as being an accurate account of the Association’s Finances.   Proposed 
by: Geoff Morris (41st) and seconded by: Peter Steward (8th) that the Financial Report be approved.   Carried unanimously.  A 
written vote of thanks was sent to David Kemp following a request from the floor.  

 
6. The Newsletter Editor/Press Officer Tom Brown (44th) referred to his recent ill health, which almost affected the publication of 

the July Newsletter.   He also reported that the Association’s previous printing company had gone bankrupt but that he had 
managed to source a replacement at short notice.   However, with the increasing cost the Association may in future have to 
consider publishing the Newsletter in-house using the PDF format and the email system to distribute the bulk of it to the 
Members.  He thanked all who had contributed to the Newsletter and asked that members continue to send in their stories and 
also any photographs of this year’s Reunion. Tom finished with his usual funny story. 

 
7. The Membership Secretary Mac Brown (46th) gave a detailed PowerPoint Presentation on his role and background including an 

explanation about the Master Spreadsheet, which held all the Membership Details.   He also explained the communication routes 
within the Committee before giving a breakdown of the current Membership, which stood at 1702, down some 176 from the 
previous year.   The Number of Overseas Members stood at 192, which he categorised by geographical area.  

 
8. The Webmaster Alain Heaysman (49th) being unable to attend due to a previous commitment, his report was given by the 

Secretary Graham Orchard (51st) in parallel with providing a direct link to the Association’s Website over an Internet connection.  
Using this link he was able to visually take the Members through the Webmaster’s report from the small beginnings to the fully 
operational site now available to Members.   He touched on the reason for moving most of the important information into the 
Members’ Area and the problems encountered by some Members over their registration to use the Members’ Area, and the 
reasons behind them.   Finally he was able to answer specific questions and demonstrate how to navigate through the site, 
including pointing Members at the Advice Page. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

9. RAFBEA Museum & Cosford Liaison Officer Dave Morgan (43rd) began by advising the Members of the arrangements for the 
RAF Cosford BofB Parade and Service.   He then moved onto the main body of his report beginning with RAF Cosford, updating 
the Members on events since last year, including the support received for the Association’s Memorial Day, which included the 
Queen’s Colour and RAF Cosford Area Voluntary Band.   Touching on his additional responsibilities as the Custodian for the 
Book of Remembrance, he advised that all missing names had been added, duplicates removed, and the Book updated with new 
parchment paper so that all pages now matched.   In respect of the RAF Museum Cosford, he went on to advise on the disposal of 
archive material he had retrieved, with the help of Rod Goodier and Tom Brown, following John Ward’s death in January 2014. 
These items had been sorted into five main categories; identifiable personal photographs; items the Museum may agree to display 
in the RAFBEA Permanent Exhibition; items that may be added to the Website; non-required/duplicate items which may be of 
interest to Members; non-required/duplicate items with references to RAF Cosford. 

 
10. Arboretum & Merchandising Officer Dudley Stringer (41st) gave a detailed report on the Merchandising supported by a 

PowerPoint Presentation, advising the Members that he was trying to introduce new lines once the large amount of old stock had 
been cleared.   These included Polo Shirts, a commemorative tankard, mouse mats and cuff links with hopefully fleeces to follow.   
The Annual Arboretum Memorial Service was his first and had left a deep impression on him.  He advised that together with 
Denis Cook (47th) the Memorial had been jet washed and the area cleaned up but there was a fair amount of remedial work 
needing to be undertaken, which would be covered later in the Meeting with a proposal from the Committee.   

 
11. The Chaplain to the Association (ex Officio) the Rev Canon Tony Porter (9th) opened his report with a rhyming doggerel and 

went on to thank the Members for the privilege of being the Association Chaplain before speaking reference the number 
mentioned in the Roll of Honour in 2014, and the comfort the bereaved families gained from the Memorial Service.   Touching 
briefly on his own 80th Anniversary, he mentioned the involvement of RAF Cosford in the Memorial Day before moving onto the 
St Clement Danes Service and the dedication of the Standard’s new Pennant.   He finished by mentioning the RAF Cosford BofB 
Parade arrangements and reminding the Members that 2015 marked the end of the Boy Entrant Scheme with the Pass Out of the 
51st Entry.   On the conclusion of his report he was given a vote of thanks by the Members for his commitment to the Association 

 
12. Secretary Graham Orchard (51st) spoke with reference to the new Website, reiterating the comments made in the Webmaster’s 

Report.   He explained in greater detail why the majority of important information was now contained within the Members’ Area 
and again repeated his offer of running through the Registration process with any Member who wished to do so.  He advised that 
tickets would be available for the Cenotaph on receipt of a SAE.   Tickets would, as usual, be allocated on a first come first 
served basis. The Full AGM Minutes would be available on request by submitting a large A4 SAE, with the Summary Minutes 
posted on the Website and also distributed with the Spring Newsletter.  

 
13. Proposed by: Roy Whitaker (49th) and Seconded by: Noel Rogers (33rd/34th) that Alain Heaysman (49th) be ratified in the post of 

Webmaster.   Carried unanimously. 
 

14. Proposed by: Bert Kidd (36th) and Seconded by: Barry Atkins (35th) that all sitting Committee Members be elected for a further 
year.   Carried unanimously. 

 
15. Proposed by: Reg White (24th) and seconded by: Roy Monk (12th) that The Rev. Canon Tony Porter (9th) continue to act in an ex-

officio capacity.   Carried unanimously.  
 

16. A motion was proposed by the Committee and presented by the Secretary, to the effect that “The Annual Membership 
Subscription, which was currently £8.00, be raised to £10.00 per annum with effect from 1st January 2015”.   Proposed by: 
Graham Orchard (51st) and Seconded by: Chris Thornton (3rd).   Carried unanimously.  

 
17. The Secretary Graham Orchard (51st) advised the Members present that the Committee was proposing to carry out a major 

refurbishment of the RAFBEA Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum.   It was intended that this work would be carried 
out in time for the 2015 Memorial Day using funds already held by the Association.   However, the Committee would like to 
establish if the Members were in favour of this proposal by seeking approval in principal for this major refurbishment.   On a 
show of hands the Members present were unanimously in favour of the Committee proceeding with the refurbishment.  

 
18. The date of the next AGM is expected to be Saturday 5th September 2013 – to be confirmed once RAF Cosford have fixed the 

date for the Battle of Britain Parade. 
 

19. The Chairman/President Mel Kidd (42nd) said that it was good to see the large increase in the number of Members present, 
especially in this anniversary year.  He thanked them for their support at both the Memorial Day and the St.Clement Danes 
Service, which had gone extremely well, thanking the efforts of all involved, especially Tony Porter and Rod Goodier.  Referring 
to the Memorial Day, which had gained prominence partly due to the pastoral duties Tony Porter undertook in his role of 
Chaplain, he offered his thanks for Tony’s unstinting commitment to ensuring its success.  Moving onto the Website he thanked 
all the Members of the Committee who had been involved with what in his opinion was an excellent additional asset for the 
Association.   Finally he thanked the Committee for their hard work during this difficult year and reminded the Members of the 
continual need for additional support, even though this may only be on a part time basis.  

 
20. The meeting was declared closed at approx 1615 hrs. 

 
Graham Orchard    Mel Kidd 
Secretary    Chairman 
September 2014    September 2014 
 

For a copy of the full minutes contact the Association Secretary, Graham Orchard in writing enclosing a SAE. 


